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The

Gathering
of
Nations
I
n the Canadian Northwest Territories during the
months of December and January, an amazing sight
can be seen in the sky. Because of the clearness of the air
in this far northern location and the position of the earth

during the shortest days of the year, the stars and planets
appear to be very close to the earth. Often at night, just
above the treetops, some planets seem so close they look
like large aircraft coming in for a landing. The brilliance
of the light shining from these planets makes a person
realize that we really are part of a great solar system, a
larger system than just our Earth.
Have you ever thought that you would like to travel
in outer space? Someday you actually will be able to
when Jesus comes again. The second coming of Jesus is
one of the greatest promises of the Bible. The Bible says
that at that time God’s people will be transported
through space to a place called heaven. One out of every
twenty-three verses in the New Testament refer to this
great event.
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T heof Christ
is one of
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Key Thought. At the end of His ministry on earth,
Jesus promised to come back and gather all His people
since the beginning of time and take them to a heavenly place He is now preparing for us. This will be the
most glorious event of all time! Jesus taught us to prepare our hearts and lives today so we will be ready to be
in heaven as citizens with Him forever. Here is what the
Bible teaches concerning the soon coming of Jesus.
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Just like the great northern lights
appear in the night sky, the second
coming of Christ will be visible to all.

BIBLE ANSWERS
1. When Jesus went back to heaven, what did
He promise to do someday? John 14:1-3.
“Let not your heart be troubled . . . if I go and
prepare a place for you, __________
__________ ____________ ____________.”
(All quotations from the Bible in these lessons are taken from the New
King James Version (NKJV) unless otherwise noted.)

NOTE: These verses have been referred to by
Christians as “the Lord’s promise.” The best
part of this promise is that when Jesus comes again we
will be with Him throughout eternity, enjoying heaven
and all its pleasures. Jesus is not only the Creator of
heaven but the One who made it possible for us to be
there. Imagine the wonderful security His presence will
give us.
2. What two things will Jesus do at His second coming? 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18. “For the Lord Himself
will descend from heaven with a shout . . . And the dead
in Christ will ___________ first. Then we who are alive
and remain shall be ____________ ________ together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.”
NOTE: At Christ’s second coming He will rescue us
from this old sinful planet and take us to a new home
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that is without sin and its terrible results. He accomplishes this by first resurrecting those who have been
faithful but have died “in Christ” previous to His return
(1 Thessalonians 4:16). Then the righteous who are living will be translated, caught up together with those who
are resurrected, and will be taken to heaven with Christ.
3. How will Jesus return? Acts 1:9-11. (Circle one)
(1) Secretly. (2) In the sky. (3) In the desert.

NOTE: According to the Bible, Jesus went up to heaven in a cloud, and He will return in the same way. The
Bible gives evidence that the clouds will be clouds of
angels (Matthew 25:31). Just as Jesus went up into the
sky at His ascension, He will return in the same way.
4. How many will see Jesus when He comes again?
Revelation 1:7. (Circle one.) (1) Every eye. (2) A few
people. (3) Only the righteous.
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NOTE: Some think that the second coming of Jesus will
be a secret happening. However, the Bible tells us that it
will be a spectacular event that “every eye” will see. It will
be a glorious, striking experience like lightning shining
across the sky from the east to the west, like the great
northern lights that flash and glow across the sky on some
Arctic nights (Matthew 24:27). The previous verse warns
that if anyone tells you Christ’s coming will be a secret
experience, don’t believe it.

T

he Bible tells us
the Second Coming
will be a highly visible,
spectacular event, like
lightning across the
sky (Matthew 24:27).

5. How will those who have been preparing and
looking for Christ’s coming feel when He returns?
Isaiah 25:9, last part. “We will be _____________
and _______________ in His salvation.”
NOTE: Those who are prepared for Christ’s coming are
those who have been “watching” and preparing to live in
heaven. Actually, Christ’s coming would seem almost
instantaneous for any of us if we should die today. The
Bible says that the next thing we experience after death
is being awakened in the resurrection at Jesus’ second
coming. There is no awareness of passing time when we
are dead (Psalm 146:3-4; Ecclesiastes 9:5-6). The time
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between our death and Jesus’ coming to us will go by “as
a twinkling of an eye,” the scripture teaches. This is one
reason why those who are waiting for Christ’s return
should prepare as if it could happen at any moment.

M

atthew points out that if anyone says
that Christ’s second coming will be
in secret, don’t believe it (Matthew 24:26).

6. What will be the reaction of those who are not
ready for Christ’s appearing? Revelation 6:16. “And
[all the lost] said to the mountains and rocks,
‘__________ ________ _______ and ___________
_________ from the face of Him who sits on the throne
and from the wrath of the Lamb!’ ”
NOTE: The worst agony for the wicked will be to miss
heaven when they realize that they had every opportunity to prepare to inherit it. They will be sorry that they
didn’t take time for spiritual things. Because of the selfish and disobedient lifestyle they chose, they will be lost.
7. What is the attitude of the believer who is waiting
for the second coming of Jesus? 1 Peter 4:7. “But the
end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and
___________ _______ __________ prayers.” (See also
Luke 21:34-36.)
NOTE: To be “watchful” means to continually prepare
in expectation of living as a citizen of heaven. The best
way to be ready for Christ’s coming is continual depenNative New Day
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loved us with
G odan haseverlasting
love.
He offers us abundant
life (John 10:10).

dence on God. He loves us and has promised to help us
live as His children should be living (Matthew 24:42).
Daily communion with God is essential to maintain our
faith in Jesus. Being “watchful” means keeping an alert
mind and allowing Jesus to help us with every decision
we make each day. We need to continually ask Jesus to
change the things in our character that we learn make us
unfit to live in heaven. There is no doubt that many
habits and lifestyles we see being practiced today won’t
be practiced in heaven.
Closing Thought. As surely as the sun rises each morning and the stars come out each night, our Jesus has
faithfully promised to come again to take us to heaven.
Are you choosing to allow Him day by day to prepare
you for this great day?
Next Lesson. How do we know when Jesus is coming again?
Lesson 12, The Signs of Christ’s Second Coming, gives us this information.
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